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One of the Laxgest Autique Slot Machine Dealers in the United States 


I WILL PAY MORE FOR YOUR SLOTS! 
Buying & Selling Everyday 
Over 2000 Satisfied Customers! 


LET’S TALK! 
Bob Levy (856) 663-2554 


The Unique One 


¢ CELEBRATING MY 12TH YEAR 


¢ FULL TIME BUSINESS 
¢ NO REPRODUCTIONS - ORIGINALS ONLY 
¢ LIFETIME GUARANTEE 


www.antiqueslotmachines.com 


3712 W. Scenic Ave., Mequon, Wisconsin 53092 
Phone: (262) 242-3131 or E-mail: Bedvibr8or@aol.com 


Hope you all had a great summer and have found some exciting coin-op machines. The clubs 
direction is moving along just fine. Our membership continues to grow, unfortunately with rising 
printing prices and postage rates, dues for the 2003 year will go up to $29.50. We are doing all we 
can to keep costs down. At this years C.O.C.A. meeting on Friday, November 14, 2002 at 7:30 we 
will have a silent auction. Donations of any coin-op machines, related items will be greatly appre- 
ciated. All proceeds will benefit the club. Snacks and refreshments will be available. We will be 
discussing the upcoming elections for officers in 2003. Please attend, as your 


presence is very important. I personally look forward to seeing you at the 


greatest coin-op show in the country. 


In this Issue: 
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Deadline for Next Issue: 


JANUARY 20, 2003 


Good Hunting! 
Paul Hindin 
President C.O.C.A. 


GUEST SPEAKER 


Our special guest speaker for Friday 
night is one of the elite individuals in 
the field of coin-op repair and restora- 
tion. 

He is John Papa, and is going to 


be sharing many of his secrets, tips, 
and thoughts on restoration and repair. 
Whether you’re a seasoned coin-op 
collector or new to the hobby, you are 
sure to learn something valuable. A 
don’t miss event! 


ABOUT THE COVER 


The feature article in this issue is brought 
to us by Alan Sax. Alan shares both his vast 
knowledge as well as a sampling of his 
extensive collection of counter games. 


THE TOKEN CORNER 


by Ric Gandy 


The Five Most Common Amusement Machine Tokens 


In the past I’ve discussed some interesting, 
unusual, and puzzling coin machine tokens. But the 
chances are slim that the aveage reader would come 
across such tokens. So I’ve decided to devote this 
month’s column to the five most common types of 
amusement machine tokens. As there are tens of 
thousands of different tokens that have been used in 
slot and pinball machines, I’ve come up with this 
list of the five most common based on my experi- 
ence of having examined hundreds of thousands of 
machine tokens. 

These are the tokens you’ll most likely encounter 
in an old machine or in old token accumulations of 
machine operators. They are discussed below, in 
order, most common type first. 


1) Obverse: For amusement only 
Reverse: This token has no cash or trade value 


This is the most common type of slot machine 
token. Such a token is referred to as a stock token, 
because it is a general type which the token manu- 
facturers made in large quantities to keep in stock 
for immediate sale. Operators who bought these 
tokens didn’t want the added expense and delay of 
ordering custom made tokens with their name or 
special legends, or they preferred these anonymous 
tokens. 

The tokens have a round hole in the center, and 
were used to operate many different slot machines. 
The nickel-sized tokens are most common, but you 
can easily find ones that are quarter size, dime size, 
and cent sized. The dime and cent sized tokens lack 
the word “This” on the reverse, probably because 
there isn’t as much room for the long reverse legend 
on the smaller tokens. 


Most of these tokens were made of brass, but you 
can find ones that are plated with nickel or zinc, or 
made of white metal (nickel) or rarely lead. 
However, the most valuable ones are the bimetallic 
varieties, where each token is made of two different 
metals, one forming a star or spoked area around the 
central hole. The metals brass, copper, and nickel 
occur in all possible inner-outer combinations. 

As these tokens were made over a long period of 
time by several different token manufacturers, there 
are many different varieties: different styles and 
spacing of the lettering, and different small orna- 
mental devices (star, dot, or diamond). 


2) Obverse: Good for amusement only 
Reverse: No case value 


Here we have another stock token, that comes in 
two different types - with or without a hole in the 
center. Those with the holes are similar to the tokens 
above. They come in the same sizes, metals (but not 
bimetalics), and ornaments (but there’s a greater 
variety, including bowties and ovals). 

The solid type, without the hole, also comes in 
penny, nickel, dime and quarters sizes, with the 
nickel size most common. These occur in brass, 
nickel-plated brass, nickel, zinc and lead. I believe 
that most of these solid types are a little more 
recent, as they usually are found in association with 
pinball machine tokens. Thus their primary use may 
have been in the payout pinball machines of the 
1930’s and early 1940’s. 


3) Obverse: Property of O.K. Vender 
Reverse: Loaned for amusement only 


The O.K Vender tokens are the common tokens 
that refer directly to a particular type of slot 
machine. But it is also a stock token because it 
occurs in such great numbers and in hundreds of 
varieties. 

There are three main types of O.K. Vender 
tokens. one type has the obverse legend in one line 
around the central hole, with a single ornament at 
the bottom (diamond or bowtie). These are brass 
(some are zinc plated) and nickel or cent sized 
(dime size ones are scarce). 

The second and most common type has the 
obverse legend in two lines, with an ornament at 
each side (diamonds or stars). These are nickel size 
(penny size ones are scarce) and brass (some nickel 
or zinc plated). 

The third type also has the obverse legend in two 
lines, but the central part of the token is made of 
iron and contains a large star or spokes-and-dots 
ornament. The hole in the center is smaller. The 
outer part of the token is brass, and the whole thing 
is nickel plated (less commonly zinc or copper plat- 
ed). Some were made entirely of lead, and without 
a hole. The nickel size ones are common; the dime 
and quarter sizes are scarce. 


4) Obverse: This token awarded for skill, R 
(in circle in center) 
Reverse: This token has no cash or trade value, R 
(in circle in center) 


This is a stock pinball machine token, made by 
the Northwestern Stamp Works of St. Paul, Minn., 
in the 1930’s and 1940’s. The R in the center of the 
token stands for George Roussopulous, the manag- 
er of the company. These tokens were sold to estab- 
lishments that didn’t want to use custom made 
tokens with their name, initials, or address, in their 
payout pinball machines. 

There are many varieties of this token. Most are 
a little smaller than a nickel (20mm), typical of 
most pinball machine tokens, and made of nickel- 
plated brass. Ones in brass, lead, and copper-plated 
brass also exist, as do 21mm-sized ones in nickel- 
plated brass, nickel, lead and zinc. And there are 
differences in the shape and style of the R, posi- 
tioning of legends, ornaments, etc. 

Northwestern Stamp Works supplied most of the 
tokens used in payout pinball machines, minting 
thousands of custom pinball tokens for merchants 
and businesses that had pinball machines on their 
premises. 

They also made similar tokens for the manufac- 
turers of the payout pinball machines, with their ini- 
tial on the token. These have legends such as “Good 
For One Free Game” or “One Free Game On 
Pinball Machine.” You can find these pinball tokens 
with the following initials: B (for Buckley or 
Bally), D (Daval), E (Evans), G (Gottlieb), G Inc. 
(Genco), J in a diamond (Jennings), K (Keeney), M 
(Mills), P (Pace), S (Stoner), etc. 


5) Obverse: a number 
Reverse: Good for S¢ in trade 


Numbered slot machine tokens are very com- 
mon, but what the numbers mean is still somewhat 
of a mystery. They could be serial numbers of slot 
machines, or numbers to represent particular opera- 
tors. There are tokens with thousands of different 
numbers. The numbers to from 00 apparently con- 
tinuously through about 32000, and then very 


sparsely to 99880, with a rash of numbers for 60001 
to 60240. 

Most common are the brass nickel-size ones 
with a central hole. Older nickel-size ones with the 
number in the center are also numerous. Similar 
quarter, dime, cent and half dollar size numbered 
tokens also exist. There are many different types 
and varieties of the numbered tokens, as many dif- 
ferent token manufacturers must have made them, 
over a long period of time. 

To complicate things, there are different orna- 
ments used on the reverse of the token. They do not 
occur randomly, but follow a pattern. From about 
5000 to 20000 a “+” ornament predominates; from 
20000 to 28700 there’s an 8-pointed star, from 
28700 to 32000 it’s a dot; and so on. The same num- 
ber may occur with several different ornaments. So 
the ornament may have significance, and could be 
part of a code. 

Token collector, cataloguer and _ historian 
Kenneth Smith puts forward a theory that the num- 
bers are codes that can identify the specific opera- 
tors, and the code is based on a simple decoding 
wheel. The wheel is a cylinder containing letters of 
the alphabet, with a rotatable numbericial ring at 
top, laid out as follows: 

2 3 4 


UVW XYZ. , - - 

The last digit of the number (or maybe the orna- 
ment) may indicate how many spaces to rotate the 
number ring. For example, the number 35054 
occurs on many stock tokens that may have been 


Antique Slots 
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SLOT MACHINES 
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JOHN & KENNA JOSEFFY 
1420 SO. IVY WAY 
DENVER, CO 80224 
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made by the Northwestern Stamp Works of St. Paul. 
rotate the ring 4 units to the left and you get: 


56789012 3 4 
ABC DEFGHI J 
KLMNOPQR ST 
UVW XY Z - = 


Using this to decode 3505, you can find a S 
under 3, and A under 5, a P under O, and an A under 
5, giving SAPA, a possible abbreviation for Saint 
Paul. Another very common number, 12439, could 
decode as MNPO, for Minneapolis. With some 
fudging you can get many other interesting but 
inconclusive or coincidental results, using other 
common numbers. 

Another theory is that the numbers were 
assigned by the token makers, based on order form 
numbers, to keep track of the operators who wanted 
an anonymous custom numbered token. This way 
the operator would only redeem tokens with his 
number, and not any old stock token with phrases 
only. 

It seems the oldtime operators still around today 
aren’t revealing what the numbers actually repre- 
sent, as if the numbers were associated with past 
illegal gambling activities. I’m hoping that there is 
an old list or book around some where that gives the 
name and address of the operator corresponding to 
each different number. Old token exhanges should 
have had such a reference list, to get the stray 
tokens back to the original issuers. All that token 
collectors desire to know is the town where each 
numbered token was used, as tokens are usually 
collected and catalogued by state and town. 
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TALES OF THE HUNT 


Hosted by Jack Freund 


I have good news. We have a “Tale” from a slot collector and one from a vending collector. Actually, 
the slot story is in two parts. The second story will appear in the next issue of COCA TIMES. 
I am pleased that some of you have sent in your “Tales of The Hunt” and hope more will follow. 


Please submit articles and photos to: 


Jack Freund, PO Box 4, Springfield WI 53176, E-mail: jbgum@msn.com 


Let’s start with the “Slot Tale.” It comes from Jeff Frahm, an old friend of mine that is presently living 


in Colorado. He titles it: 


All The ‘‘Good Ones ” Have Already Been Found? 
DON’T BELIEVE IT! 


The following story is written to give the novice 
as well as the advanced collector of coin operated 
gambling devices continued hope in their search for 
that really special “FIND”. There truly are still 
some great machines out there at the grass roots 
level that are still affordable and they turn up in the 
most unlikely places. 

My passion for collecting these wonderful old 
slot machines began quite some time ago, in fact 
back in 1958 when I was only eleven years old. I 
used to travel with my parents to that ultimate 
Mecca of gambling, Las Vegas, Nevada. Being just 
a kid, I had to satisfy my curiosity by pressing my 
nose to the window and watch while everyone else 
was able to madly pull the handles on those myste- 
rious mechanical marvels. At eleven I finally ful- 
filled my dream of having my own machine to play, 
and better yet, explore the depths of its inner work- 
ings. From that point on, I was hooked and eventu- 
ally turned this hobby into my full time profession. 
But that is a separate story in itself that could take 
up volumes of magazine space. 

The story of this relatively recent find began just 
a few years ago when my wife and daughter and I 
went on a vacation trip to one of my favorite Old 
West towns, Durango, Colorado. Thinking it might 


be fun to ride on an old steam locomotive; we 
bought our round trip day excursion tickets and 
climbed aboard the “Durango-Silverton Railroad” 
for a two and a half hour ride up the most beautiful 
mountain passes you’ve ever seen to the old silver 
mining town of Silverton, Colorado. The trip was 
fascinating, but by the time we reached the end of 
the line, we all had built a great thirst and were 
ready to stretch our legs and explore this interesting 
old mining town. As everyone scattered off the 
train, we looked around to find somewhere to have 
lunch. The closest place to the train depot was this 
ancient old bar called “The Bent Elbow Saloon”. 
Right off, I liked the name so we headed over there 
to try it out. Upon being seated, I was fascinated to 
look around at all the great old antiques that 
adorned the place, from the old tin ceiling to the 
intricately carved bar and back bar. As the waitress 
came over with our menus, I almost fell out of my 
chair when I caught a glimpse, over in the corner, of 
a very tired looking old floor machine that looked 
as if it had stood in that spot for the last hundred 
years. I could barely spare the time to look at the 
menu and order before I had to get up and give this 
treasure a closer look. Leaving my wife and daugh- 
ter behind at the table, I casually strolled over to see 
just what was sitting there. It turned out to be a 


five-cent Mills “Chicago” in a musical cabinet 
(minus music box), which hadn’t been operated for 
many years. My curiosity got the better of me so I 
bellied up to the bar, ordered myself 
a cold beer and struck up a conver- 
sation with the bartender, who hap- 
pened to also be the owner of this 
fine establishment. I introduced 
myself and handed him one of my 
business cards. I explained to him 
that my business was buying, sell- 
ing, repairing or restoring just such 
machines as he had displayed in his 
bar and if the inclination should ever 
strike him for any of my services, 
“sive me a call’. He asked what I'd 
give him for it the way it sat and I 
shot him a low-end figure to see 
what he said. He was very cordial 
and after reminiscing about the 
machine’s known history, he stuck 
my card in his pocket and I went 
back to enjoy my lunch. He had 
said that as far as he could remem- 
ber, the machine had been operated 
in several gambling saloons in 
Silverton since the turn of the 
Century and had wound up in The Bent Elbow back 
around World War II. Someone had broken the 
main actuator back in 1947 and it hadn’t been 
played since. They just kept it around in the saloon 
as a conversation piece because it was so “pretty to 
look at”. I figured that I didn’t stand much of a 
chance ever getting my hands on it but at least it had 
been fun to see it and talk to an old-timer who actu- 
ally remembered when it was still in operation. 

I had forgotten all about it after a year went by. 
Then out of the blue I received a phone call from a 
woman who identified herself as the wife of the 
owner of The Bent Elbow Saloon. She explained to 
me that her husband had recently passed away and 
that she had found my business card in the back of 
the cash register and that her husband had written a 
note on the back of it, stating that I was interested in 
the old “Chicago” machine. She would be selling 


the Saloon and its contents in the near future but 
since her husband had died without leaving a Will, 
she would have to wait until everything went 
through probate. She asked if my 
offer was still good. I assured her 
that it was and if she would like 
some money up front, I’d be happy 
to write her a check right then. She 
assured me that it wasn’t necessary 
and that I’d be hearing from her in 
the future. After hanging up, my 
stomach was in a knot. I couldn’t 
believe that my conversation of a 
year ago might actually result in me 
securing this wonderful old piece 
of American history. I hadn’t any 
idea how long it might take for the 
courts to clear up this legal mess, 
but I knew that all I could do was 
wait it out. Not wanting to sound 
too eager, I forced myself to wait 
about six months before calling her 
back to see what the status was. 
She told me that the court was 
dragging its feet but that she would 
hold the machine for me and not 
sell it to anyone else. I had been 
made similar promises in years past only to be dis- 
appointed by some high dollar offer from someone 
else or a distant relative from back East that wanted 
it! But, what can you do? Well, the wait dragged 
on for a year and a half from her first call. Finally, 
in February, two years ago, she called me and said 
the court battle was over and the machine was mine, 
if I still wanted it. I about jumped through the 
phone line assuring her that I definitely still wanted 
it. There was only one little catch; Silverton is way 
up in the mountains. The road up there from where 
I live in Fort Collins, requires driving through sev- 
eral passes that are over eleven thousand feet and 
are totally choked off with snow and impassable at 
that time of year. Again, I tried to get her to let me 
send her some money to hold it. Again, she refused, 
saying that her word was good and that she trusted 
me to show up later in the year. Well, it wasn’t until 


May of that year when the roads were finally clear 
that I could manage to get away and drive back up 
there to retrieve my prize. My wife and I made a 
mini vacation of it and drove our trusty Dodge Ram 
up the winding mountain roads back to Silverton. 
The “Chicago” had been moved from the Bent 
Elbow to a small warehouse in town as the Saloon 
had been sold and the new owners had taken pos- 
session. It looked pretty sad sitting there among 
piles of junk and other dilapidated antiques. The 
cash rapidly changed hands and we headed back 
home with our shabby old machine, much in need 
of restoration. Upon arrival, we unloaded it into the 
shop and I began to take stock of just what I had and 
what it would take to get her back to factory origi- 
nal condition. Years ago, someone had performed 
their idea of artistry and painted all the metal and 
wood trim with gold gilt paint. Obviously, every last 
piece of this machine would have to be disassem- 
bled, striped and refinished. The missing music box 
and linkage would have to be located along with the 
missing “music box front grill casting”. Everything 
else was there and in need of a thorough and careful 
cleaning. The exterior castings would need replat- 
ing but not by just any old plating shop. Great 
machines of that era (which the serial number 
revealed to have been made in 1901) deserve the 
exact same type of plating that was used at the turn 
of the Century. Watts Nickel (or grey nickel as some 


call it) has a look all its own. It differs greatly from 
the bright nickel that 99% of the plating shops use 
today. There is only one place to go to get the best 
job done today in Watts Nickel and that is to Roger 
Kislingbury of Pasadena CA. Roger not only does 
all my plating but he also was instrumental in get- 
ting me the missing musical cabinet front grill that 
I needed as well as the linkage for the music box. 
That brings up the other missing piece of the puzzle, 
the music box itself. With another phone call to the 
other coast, Larry Debaugh just happened to have 
the correct music box for that machine and was 
willing to sell it at a fair price. Upon receiving it I 
immediately shipped it out to Roger to have him 
give it a going over to be sure that everything mated 
up to the linkage he was furnishing. While all this 
was going on, as I said before, everything else came 
completely apart and I totally restored the mecha- 
nism, along with the broken actuator, and the cabi- 
net to their former glory. I was very careful to not 
over restore it as so many others have done in the 
past, ruining the “look” of a fine old antique. After 
about eight months, the pieces of the puzzle all 
came back together. The machine with the music 
box plays like a dream and ultimately was worth the 
wait. Today, it is the first thing you see when enter- 
ing the front door of our home. It is a pleasure to 
display and a joy to demonstrate to everyone that 
drops by. 
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Our second Tale was sent in by Howard Saidman from Pennsylvania. 
Let’s title this one: 


Knowledge is Like Money In The Bank 


Several years ago I was passing through a town 
with an auction gallery. I am not sure why, but I 
decided to swing by the auction gallery to see if I 
could pick up a flyer of an upcoming auction. I ran 
into the auctioneer in the lobby, and he said, "Hey! 
Do you know anything about planters peanut 
items?" I said a little, and he took me into the back 
to show me a cast iron Planters Peanut statue, which 
I told him, I believed was fake. But, sitting right 
next to the statue, was a complete Zeno 5 cent Collar 
Button machine, filled with buttons, but broken 
glass. Next to it was the mech for a 10 cent Zeno 
Collar button. I asked about them, and he said, ““Oh, 
they will be in an auction next week.” 

I took off from work early, drove 2 hours to this 
auction. The Zenos where in one lot together, and to 
my dismay all the collar buttons were gone. I also 
looked at the 10-cent mech, in brighter light, and 
discovered it was New Old Stock. The 5-cent was 
very rusted. The lot came up and I figured I would 
jump in when it hit $400. Well, the first bid was 
$10, and then it stalled. I was amazed. I threw my 
hand up at $15, and no one else bid, and I got all of 
it. I guess without the buttons no one knew what it 
was. 

All of a sudden I hear laughter, I looked up, and 
the auctioneer is holding an original embossed Ford 
gumball machine globe, with decal. He was making 
jokes, on what you could do with it. I quickly bid 
$5, and he yelled SOLD. I heard a few people 
behind comment on what an idiot I must be to be 
buying this junk. I then saw the Ford machine that 


went with the embossed globe, but it had a newer 
Ford globe. I eventually wound up with that for less 
than $100. Needless to say I had a very happy ride 
home. 

Since I was at this auction I ended up getting on 
their mailing list. About 2 years later I get a flyer, 
with a picture of a Masters Fantail with decal, and a 
Masters Gooseneck. I decided since I was lucky at 
this place, I would go back. When IJ arrived I saw the 
Fantail, which was in great shape, and the 
Gooseneck. There where also several junk 
machines like Toy and Joy, and a newer Victor. 

I spied my competition and saw one Jukebox 
dealer who I assumed would recognize a Fantail. 
Well, the auction started. My heart sank when the 
Toy and Joy hit $75, and the Victor went for over 
$100. I figured, the Masters was going to be high. 
The Gooseneck came up first, and went for well 
over $400. Oh well, I thought, my trip would be 
worthless. The fantail came up. I was getting ready 
to bid when it hit the $700 mark. Well, it opened and 
stalled at $300. I could not believe it, $100 for a 
Victor, over $400 for a Gooseneck, and the Fantail 
stalls at $300? I quickly started bidding, and the 
machine again stalled at $350. I was the high bidder, 
and was in shock when the auctioneer said SOLD. I 
could not figure out why the Gooseneck went high- 
er then the Fantail. Well, after the auction I sort of 
figured it out when the buyer of the Gooseneck 
came up to me and said. Do you collect machines, 
and if so, can you tell me what I just bought? 

Knowledge is truly “money in the bank.” 
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TURN HANDLE SLOWLY 


Cover Story by Alan Sax 


The fiteé wave coin perate machines 
appeared in the 1890’s. Charles T. Maley manufac- 
tured a machine which paid 3 coins for 1 when the 
player was lucky. A coin was dropped into the top 
of the machine, it bounced down a playfield of steel 
pins, bouncing right and left, again and again, until 
it finally settled at the bottom. If you were lucky, 
the machine paid out three coins. If unlucky, 
well...try again. John Lighton, famous for his 
"Lifter" strength tester also had a 3 for 1. Players 
soon wanted more than just a 3 for 1 payoff. "More 
is Better" cried the gamblers who followed the gam- 
bler’s credo that "Money won is better than money 
earned!" 

The Clawson Machine 
Company took the challenge 
in 1894. They devised a 
machine with 3 jackpots, 
called, not surprisingly, the 
THREE JACK POT. This 
‘Suances | Machine featured 3 large 
“it Ta i %y toate | jackpots, each with a slot 
*| above the center of the jack- 
pot. If the coin played fell 
into the opening above a 
jackpot, that jackpot would be won. 

The THREE JACK POT idea was soon copied 
and further developed. Maley, framiirroven vesron 
and others made a five pocket Peer 
machine called THE 
INVESTOR. It was larger and 
more elaborate than _ the 
THREE JACK POT. It fea- 
tured sharp spikes on the sides 
of the cabinet to discourage 
players from slapping the sides 
of the cabinet to change the 
destiny of the dropping coin. 
Clawson also had a four jackpot machine called 
THE CARLO. The machine featured a plunger on 
top, and a spinning disc which rocked right and left 
to give an exciting spin to the coin being dropped, 


THE THREE JACK POT. 
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THE GRAGKERJAGK 


and also — inde tie 
chance for manipulation (cheat- 
ing.) Other versions of the 
CARLO were licensed by the 
Cowper Manufacturing Company 
in Chicago, and were named 

THE CRACKERJACK. These 

machines were all operated OM | tics sucess ans 
nickels, and were operated into the first eed of 
the 20th Century. The popularity faded quickly 
after the introduction and widespread distribution of 
the 3 reel slot machine. 

Later on in the 1920’s, the 
JACK concept was reintro- 
duced by slot inventor Charles 
Fey. Fey introduced an ornate- 
ly decorated machine with alu- 
minum castings which was a 
penny operated machine in 
1924. He called the machine 3 
JACKS. The penny was 
inserted in the side of the machine and flipped 
across the playfield with a tap of the finger. The 
penny would bounce from pin to pin on the play- 
field which was covered with steel pins to make the 
coins randomly bounce as they worked their way to 
the bottom of the machine. The lucky penny would 
trip the jackpot it fell into and the player would 
TURN HANDLE SLOWLY to empty the contents 
of the jackpot into the money bowl. 


AND FOR PENNIES 
SIS NDIN Woda Ling 
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In 1926 Fey 
made a 5 Jacks 
machine in | cent 
and 5 cent mod- 
els. As an added 
feature, some of 
the 1 cent models 
had a side gum- 
ball vender. The machine used a wheel depicting 2 
children on a teeter-totter that rocked back and forth 
before releasing the coin into the playfield. Fey 
patented this as a game of skill, and named it THE 


ROCKAWAY. — It was later 
copied, or licensed by O.D. 
Jennings. Fey introduced a 3 
jacks in 1931 to honor 
Nevada’s new gaming city 
and named the machine 
RENO. The machine was a 3 
jackpot and had a spinning 
wheel which had fortunes printed on it. This may 
have been for legal reasons to license it or operate it 
as a skill game or fortune teller, rather than the gam- 
bling machine it really was. 

Field Manufacturing, in 
Peoria, Illinois, came out 
with their complete line of 
jacks machines in 1930. 
They made a 2 jackpot 
machine called BABY 
JACKS which featured a 
spring loaded shooter that 
flipped the penny around the 
outer ring of the playfield, 
sometimes circling 2 or 3 times before landing. 
This machine was also made in a double version, 
TWIN PLAY, of which only two are known to have 
survived. Field also subcontracted the machine, 
making it private label for Evans and Sons, in 
Geneva, Ohio and Silver King in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, both of whom brought the games out under 
their own names. 

Field made a 3 
JACKS and a 4 
Jacks. Both were 
made in | cent 
and 5 cent ver- 
sions, although it 
seems about 95 
percent of the machines seen were | cent. Field’s 
most popular machine was the 
FIVE JACKS. It was made in 
1 cent and 5 cent. Another 
variation was made with a 
horseracing theme which was 
embossed PLAY THE FIELD 
on the center of the machine, 


where the common versions read TURN HANDLE 
SLOWLY. 

Rockola had their own line of Jacks machines. 
Their line featured some of the most ornately 
designed machines of the era. The 3 JACKS had an 
all aluminum case with an ornately cast front. The 
4 Jacks was called FOUR ACES, implying like in 
poker, that 4 ACES was better than 4 JACKS. The 
4 ACES was made in | cent, 5 cent, and | cent gum- 
ball vender. The Rockola FIVE JACKS was strik- 
ingly designed with 5 Jack figures, as usually seen 
on playing cards, standing guard over the five jack- 
pots on the front of the machine. The FIVE JACKS 
had a quarter-sawn oak cabinet and was copied by 
Pace Manufacturing Company that called their ver- 
sion SKIL-FLIP. The Pace machine had a wood 
cabinet that was painted green. 

The original 5 jacks made by Fey, THE ROCK- 
AWAY, had Fey’s company initials cast into the 
center (C, F, & S) and also on a plate near where the 
coin entered the teeter-totter. The original Fey 
machines had oak cabinets with green stain, much 
like the slot cabinets of Caille and Superior. 

The ROCKAWAY was copied by O.D. Jennings, 
who also called their version THE ROCKAWAY. 
The machine has a "J" cast into the front where Fey 
had their initials. The Jennings ROCKAWAY is 
known in 3 varieties. The most common is the | 
cent , which just says The Rockaway on the top. 
The 5 cent does not say anything on the top, and the 
1 cent gumball version says BALL GUM on the 
top. 

Jennings made another 
beautiful machine called THE 
RAINBOW. THE RAIN- 
BOW was a five jackpot 
machine, very similar in 
design to THE ROCKAWAY, 
except it did not feature the 
spinning disc. A brilliantly 
colored rainbow was shown arcing across the play- 
field, enticing the player to flip his coin and get it to 
land in the "Pot of Gold" found at the end of the 
rainbow. This machine is as rare as the Fey ROCK- 
AWAY, and was made in both | cent and 5 cent. 


Another interesting variation of the ROCK- 
AWAY was "The UGLY GREEN MACHINE 
WITH THE PLUNGER ON TOP AND A SPIN- 
NING DISC BELOW." This is a mystery machine 
which has never been featured in any books or arti- 
cles. It has never been seen in any ads and its maker 
is unknown. It is a4 jackpot machine. The jackpots 
are covered by a criss-cross pattern on the front 
casting protecting the jackpots. The cabinet is 
stained green, like many of the other Jacks 
machines. It features a plunger on the top, like the 
CLAWSON 3 JACKPOT. It also has a rocking disc 
like the ROCKAWAY or the earlier THE CARLO. 
The only known example of this machine is in the 
author’s collection. 

oe A.B.T. made a 5 Jacks 

Bm | called CASINO. Although 

@ probably made in the 1930’s it 
has a more modern look than 
most of the other Jacks 
machines discussed. The 
mechanism is identical to the 
Rockola FIVE JACKS. In 
fact, the late Dick Bueschel, 
speculated that the Rockola 
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noted historian, 


machines might have actually been contracted for 
manufacturing by A.B.T. 

A.B.T. also made a 3 Jacks called TRIP-L-JAX 
which they may have private labeled for Keeney 


and other makers. The TRIP-L-JAX in the author’s 
collection has a Keeney decal on the side. 

Pace made a 3 jacks and a 5 Jacks. The Pace 3 
Jacks looked like the Field, except the 3 Jacks name 
was written in script at the top of the machine. 

Bally, or its predecessor, LION MANUFAC- 
TURING and LION PRODUCTS made or market- 
ed a machine called THREE BIG JACKS. The 
machine in the author’s collection has the original 
decal from LION PRODUCTS. 

The Jacks machines’ popularity led to many 
more revivals of the machine. Auto-Bell made a 5 
Jacks machine in the 1950’s with a plain wood cab- 
inet and a silk screened glass on the front. Royal 
Bell made a copy of the Fey 3 Jacks in the 1980’s 
which was operated on dimes. Several hundred 5 
Jacks were made in Taiwan in the 1990’s. They 
were a crude copy of the Field 5 Jacks. The cabi- 
nets were of a poor quality wood, sometimes 
referred to as banana tree wood. The coin flipper 
casting had a numeral "1" in the area to the left of 
where the inserted penny rests. The castings were 
lacking in detail and did not fit particularly well. 

From the 1890’s to the 1990’s all of these 
machines had many things in common. They were 
quite a bit of fun to play, and they made quite a bit 
of money for the operator. The design was simple 
and reliable. That’s why they are still popular and 
highly sought after by collectors. 
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Call Toll Free (800) 624-8746 (ext. 17) 
or e-mail: rwolfin @textol.com 


RICH WOLFIN 


I am always looking for these as well as 1937 Rock-Ola World Series 
all sports, horseracing themed arcade _ 

All American Baseball machines, dice machines, and all 

unusual animated machines. 


I am a Serious Seller, trader, and 
buyer of quality machines. 

I will always make a fair offer 
and pay a reasonable price. 


Watling Rol-A-Top Slots - i 
Basketball Machines 


Animated Trade Stimulators 
Vending Machines 


QT Slots Animated Slots 


Golf Ball Slots 


Upright Slot Machines Animated Advertising & Clocks Horseracing Machines 


| TOP PRICES - GENEROUS FINDER FEES PAID! 
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AGENT FOR northAMERICAN VAN LINES 


NOW OFFERING LOW SHIPPING PRICES 
TO MEMBERS OF C.O.C.A. 


All trailers are air-ride equipped, 
and all equipment is pad wrapped. 
No need to crate. 


We offer online tracking and home delivery 
anywhere in the U.S. and Canada. 


PLEASE CALL 800-959-8880 EXT 2842 FOR A QUOTE 
or for your convenience, you can also e-mail your information to: 
michelle.bianchi@ beltmann.com 
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IRA WARREN « COIN-OPS 


Email: coinop99@aol.com 
Phone: (888) 340-0228 (leave message) 


1896 Clawson “Bee Hive” 


One of 5 Known Examples. See Page 6 of Last C.0.C.A. Issue. 
Only 2 Clockwork Mechanism Payout Machines were ever made - the Fortuna and the Bee Hive. 
$11,000.00 


Cast Iron Pedestal Base Poker 
Machines Working, Unrestored, 
Incomplete, or ??'?? 


1909 Watling Exchange 
One Wheel Token Payout 


1893 Investor or Monte Carlo (Maley) 
Automatic Drop-Coin Payout 


Pucver' 
CHEWING Guy 
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30-Inch Tall 1898 


Electric Pig - French 1915 Tall Case 


Yellow Kid 
Pulver 


1904 Mills 
Novelty Co. 
Grip & Blow 

Original 

Unrestored 

Condition, 
One of a Few 

Survivors 


THIS IS WHAT I BUY.....CALL ME! 


Smiling Sam 
Aluminum 
1928 Peanut Vendor 


(Toll Free) 


1904 Watling Big Six 


1910 German Cast Iron Electric Sailor. 
If you can stand the juice, his eyes light up! 


Happy Jap 
Cast Iron 
1902 Clock Work 
Gum Vendor 


1902 Enterprise 
3 Coin Entrance 
Arcade Game 


Left Side is The Zwerg 
Electricity, . (Dwarf or Gnome) 
Squeezer, Zinc and Iron, Circa 1900 
Grip and Twist Chocolate Vendor, 
in Front Almost 5 feet tall, 


A Coin in shoulder releases 
a bar of chocolate 
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For INFORMATION Leading To 
The Purchase of Either of , 
These Machines! 


——F A> 
~Ranenenens® 


*1000 to *4000 REWARD for information leading to the purchase of these 
or ANY other machines. | will buy ONE PIECE or ENTIRE collections. 
“Call me if you're looking for something. | might be able to help.” 


wy 


ALL DEALINGS KEPT CONFIDENTIAL and even if not 
interested in selling, give me a Call. | like to talk 
about coin-ops and to meet other collectors. 


Cell (616) 450-0967 - Work (800) 613-6865 Ext.0 
Home (616) 956-7515 - Email JGrimwade@aol.com 


Quality Oak Slot Machine Stands 
Lowest Prices ANYWHERE! 


ANTIQUE STAND 


18”x18"x34” SWIVEL TOP STAND 
18”x18”x34” 


DELUXE 
RAISED 
PANEL 
17.5°X17.5"X33.5” 


WIDEBODY STAND 
22”x17.5"x27.5” 


NATIONWIDE 
MUSEMENT / 
LOT MACHINE 


(847) 438-5900 
BROKERS INC. Fax: (847) 438-5959 


Email: slots4you@aol.com 


Alan D. Sax 
3239 RFD 
Long Grove, IL 60047 


CHICAGOLAND" 


ANTIQUE ADVERTISING, SLOT-MACHINE & JUKEBOX 


S Val OW Pinballs 


Sat. Nov. 16, 2002 Videos 


10 AM to 5 PM 
Adm. $6.00 Gumball. Machines 
Country Store Items 
Sun. Nov. 17, 2002 : 
11 AM to 4 PM Beer Signs 
een —— Decor Items 
> sam % , 
Fri., Nov. 15, 2002 — Collectibles 
8 AM to 5 PM | Scales 
Dealer Preview $50.00 SO An OS: 
‘—_— Pedal Cars 
f Movie Items 
Coke Machines & Signs 


PHEASANT RUN RESORT 
RT. 64, NORTH AVE.: 2 1/2 MILES WEST OF RT. 59, ST. CHARLES, IL. 
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R & S PROMOTIONS, INC. 
DEAER INFORMATION SHOW INFORMATION One Admission Covers 
Beverly Strauss Steve Gronowski 


1-713-527-8960 1-847-381-1234 Both Exhibition Halls 


For Discounted Room Rates Call PHEASANT RUN RESORT: 1-800-999-3319 
www.chicagolandshow.com 


COLUMBIAS - Trash or Treasure! 


by Bob Stone 


Having written several articles concerning slot 
machines, I put this one on the agenda about four 
years ago. There was a stumbling block, however. 
While I knew much about the product itself, I knew 
nothing about the company who manufactured 
these unique slot machines, the Groetchen Tool Co. 
of Chicago. 

I turned to my friend Dick Bueschel and told him 
of my plans. Dick was enthused, and said he had 
much related material in his files, which he would 
be glad to share with me. Unfortunately, with 
Dick’s untimely death, it never came to pass. And 
my enthusiasm waned - until recently. I decided that 
I would do the article with or without the company 
history while I was still “on the top side of the 
grass’. 

Recently, via the internet plus a couple of phone 
calls, I made an attempt through the Chicago Public 
Library. Unfortunately, this came to a dead end. 
They even have a long list of companies from the 
Chicago area going back to the 1800’s, but no 
Groetchen Tool Co. (130 N. Union St., Chicago). 
It’s also interesting to note that during the war years 
the company changed its name to Groetchen Tool & 
Mfg. Co. with a slightly different address, 126 N. 
Union Ave., Chicago 6, Illinois. 

So, all I know is from readily available literature. 
The company introduced a number of trade stimu- 
lators in the early thirties, and the Columbia slot 
machine in about 1934. Another piece of informa- 
tion for which I haven’t got a clue is the original 
price of a machine. The company played it cool in 
their ads with “Write for prices.” 

The two Manuals which are in general circula- 
tion, and which are post war show a price of $145., 
but slots of all kinds being in short supply at the 
time were commanding much higher prices. I’m 
sure that the original prices were less than half that 
amount. 

When it comes to the machines themselves, I can 
say that I’ve restored/repaired about 30 of these in 
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as many years, and have examined probably twice 
that number, which leads me into some of the things 
that I do know. 

For starters, much credit is due Groetchen for 
having developed a low cost slot designed entirely 
differently from the “standard” as used by Jennings, 
Mills, Watling, Pace, and most of the others. The 
ability to quickly change the denomination from 
penny through quarter must have been a huge sell- 
ing point, particularly during the depression years. 
Another feature which must have lighted up the 
eyes of the operators was that the last coins in were 
the first ones paid out, so that those who were up to 
no good and who used slugs, got their own bogus 
coins back. Instead of a coin tube, it featured a 
rotary coin carousel. This design resulted in a much 
easier handle pull than the larger machines, with the 
possible exception of the A.C. Multibell. 

It appears that the Columbia was an engineering 
work in progress throughout its production history, 
exclusive of new model features such as the change 
from the rotary coin “escalator” to the “check sepa- 
rator’. By this, I mean more subtle changes to all of 
the elements which made up the machine. For 
example, the real early production sported an exter- 
nal handle stop bumper which was cast aluminum 
with a flat surface recessed so that a flat piece of 
rubber was cemented on. There was no bumper for 
the handle return. This was quickly replaced with 
the pair of round bumpers seen on all later 
machines, which absorbed the shock at both ends of 
the handle cycle. Two major cast iron parts were 
replaced with ones of aluminum or pot metal. There 
were two types of reel stops - round rollers and 
fixed - pointed - micarta. Some back doors were 
plain, and others had a loop near the bottom to 
which a chain could be attached to prevent theft. I 
won't bore you with more examples, but the 
changes are very numerous, believe me. Oops! One 
more significant change involves the mechanical 

means for determining the payout. The original 


early production machines relied on pins of various 
lengths mounted on the outside reel “disk” to stop 
the payout “feeler’” at the correct depth, to enable 
| correct payout. This 
7 system was soon 
f replaced with a simple 
sawtoothed plate which 
a projection on _ the 
“feeler” engaged. The 
| : plates are stamped with 
either a C for Cigarettes, or an M for Money. 

Apparently Groetchen, unlike Mills decided to 
purchase their cases, and Churchill, a local cabinet 
maker was their supplier. The Churchill decal can 
be seen on the inside of the cases. There were basi- 
cally two types of cabinets. One was made of solid 
wood, while the other was veneered. The latter is 
more frequently found in a damaged condition, as 
the veneer lifted and was then broken off. 

Real early machines had castings painted with 
wrinkle finish, while later most had hammertone 
finishes. Others sported polished aluminum, and 
gold anodizing. 

One of the detractions of the Columbia’s is the 
fear that collectors have at the mere mention of “pot 
metal’. Not to worry! It’s rare that these machines 
have a part which has deteriorated. And if it hasn't 
by now, it won’t. (You can read all about it in my 
article “POT METAL” published in the November 
2001 issue of the C.O.C.A. Times.) 

As far as parts availability is concerned, most 
everything can be found. Exceptions might be the 
unusual operating handles and coupling assembly 
found on some of the “tall’ Columbias with their 
higher cash boxes. 

Items which are being reproduced include back 
door, award card, reel strips (3 “fruit” types - no cig- 
arette), and the common low profile cash box. 

Now let’s look at the Columbias as collectibles. 
Most slot collectors have in the past looked down 
their noses at these machines, and visualize one or 
two models as having been produced. Nothing 
could be further from the truth! There is no question 
in my mind whatsoever, that a good representative 
collection of Columbias would occupy a large 


24 


room, with perhaps as a minimum about 20 to 30 
machines. That’s a sizeable collection. In addition, 
it would include a number of models which appear 
to be relatively or very scarce. Let’s look at what 
such a collection might include. 

There’s the early machines which can be spotted 
by the round aluminum tag with the serial number, 
located on the side of the cabinet opposite the han- 
dle. (Later machines had the serial number stamped 
on the cabinet base toward the rear on the handle 
side.) Note that without exception the mechanisms 
were also stamped with the serial number. I’ve 
noted that on the later post war “Deluxe” models, 
the serials are lower than they should be for contin- 
uous numbering. This suggests that there were other 
series of numbers. While discussing serial number- 
ing, there’s another identifier of some sort on the 
lower rear of about every mechanism I’ve seen. It’s 
hand applied in black paint with large combinations 
of letters and numerals. I’ve no idea what they sig- 
nify. Initial production also had somewhat different 
castings with black wrinkle finish. The Columbia 
circular plate on the front was cast aluminum, as 
opposed to the later stamped, embossed brass plate. 

Another way to spot the early machines is that 
they had small, narrow real strips (20 symbol) 
which are recessed into the metal reels, and some, 
but not all of these, sported a magnifying glass win- 
dow in order to better see the symbols. As with slots 
made by other manufacturers, the machines stopped 
at every other symbol, so they were actually 10 stop 
machines. 

Then came the version which, although it had 
many production design changes to the mechanism, 
sort of became the standard. Both of these had the 
rotary coin acceptor on top, which also contained a 
tilt mechanism. Another neat feature of these 


machines was the inclusion of a bag containing the 
three items needed to convert the machine from 
penny, nickel, dime, and quarter. These were the 
coin entry bushing, the denomination plate, and the 
coin diverter plate for the coin head so that only the 
correct denomination was accepted - the rest being 
returned to the coin tray. Today, these bags aren’t at 
all common. 

Another variation was the introduction of the 
concealed payout. This was a simple, but ingenious 
modification which consisted of a coin chute with a 
coin diverter lever accessible inside the machine. 
The diverter chute ended at the special back door 
which in itself had a small lockable payout door. 
When set to divert, the winnings would accumulate 
against the door for later removal. Thus the machine 
didn’t look like a payout machine from the front. 
These machines had a spring loaded coin tray which 
had to be pulled out to access the winnings when set 
for front payout. Also, the jackpot was token pay- 
out. Columbia jackpot tokens are quite scarce and 
playing tokens very scarce. 

Around the same time, circa 1938, another fea- 
ture was introduced, the check separator. The rotary 
coin acceptor on top of the machine was replaced by 
a single coin viewing window which held the check 
separator mechanism. These machines frequently 


sported cigarette style real strips. Both types of coin 
acceptors were co-produced. 

Apparently Groetchen decided that their 
machines would be more saleable if they were made 
larger. Thus the birth of the Club Model Jackpot 
Bell, circa 1938. This was simply accomplished by 
mounting the standard mechanism on top of a two 
inch high cast aluminum pedestal, with a corre- 
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sponding increase in 
the height of the case, | 
castings, door, and cash 
box. This model sport- 
ed highly polished alu- 
minum castings. Nice 
looking! 

With the exception 
of finishes such as gold | 
anodizing and changes | 
to the handle design, 
the later counter top 
models were much the same as the Club Model. 

Groetchen also played around with console 
machines such as the Sugar King, the Twin Falls 
(two machines in one), the Deluxe Club Highboy, 
and perhaps others. Console machines are not at all 
common. Apparently, they weren’t all that popular. 

It’s been said that some of the postwar counter 
machines were revamps. However, most of the slot 
revamp companies put their own company names 
on their work. I’ve never seen any Columbia with a 
revamp company’s name on it. 

I haven’t mentioned the names of a number of 
other machines such as the “Royal”, the 50¢ 
“Eagle”, or the “Corona” with its Mills style escala- 
tor. Try and find one. As a matter of fact, try and 
find a machine with a side vender - not impossible, 
but a challenge. 

In summary, the writer is of the opinion that put- 
ting together a comprehensive collection of these 
modestly priced machines would represent a sub- 
stantial effort. In any event, I vote for “Treasure”. 
Go get ’em! 


P.S. The best reference for depicting Columbias 
(and most other Slots plus Trade Stimulators) is the 
Collector’s Treasury of Antique Slot Machines from 
Contemporary Advertising, by author Peter Bach. It 
covers the period 1925-1950. It was copyrighted 
1980, and published by Dan Post. It’s a must for any 
serious slot collector. The author welcomes any and 
all feedback at bobstone @attbi.com. 
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www.GameRoomaAntiques.com 


New Stuff Every Week 
Hundreds of Classified Ads 
FREE Ads for Collectors 
Show & Auction Listings 
Over 100 Web Pages 
Service manuals 


Buy — Sell — Trade — Rent — Repair 


JOHN T. JOHNSTON'S 
JUKEBOX CLASSICS & 
VINTAGE SLOT MACHINES, INC. 


Top Prices Paid For: 
Old Juke Boxes — Slot Machines 


6742 FIFTH AVE. 
BROOKLYN, NY 11220 


(718) 833-8455 
Fax (718) 833-0560 


SLOT MACHINES TRADE STIMULATORS 


JUKE BOXES 


Coin-Operations 


Paul Hindin 
3712 W. Scenic Ave. 
Mequon, WI 53092 
262-242-3131 
E-mail: Bedvibr8or @aol.com 


We buy, sell, and trade. 
GUM & PEANUT MACHINES ARCADE MACHINES 


SILENT SALESMEN TOO 


The Definitive Guide To 
Collectible Vending Machines 
320 Pages * Hardcover 
1,450 Photographs 
32 Pages of Color Photographs 
1,100 Gum and Peanut Vendors 
350 Miscellaneous Vendors 
Vintage Vending Ads 
im Patent Date Guide « Index * Free Price Guide 
s" $39.95 plus $5.00 shipping 
rites Phone for wholesale prices + (816) 960-4711 
MARY ZERBY, 4109 Warwick #2, 
Kansas City, MO 64111 


SPECIAL DEALER PRICING 
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SOUTHWEST VACATION 


by John S. Carini 


This year our family vacation included Arizona 
and southern California. On June 8th, we flew in to 
Phoenix, AZ and rented a car. It was 118 degrees! 
We had a couple of destinations in mind for that first 
day. First, the Brass Armadillo mall. We had visited 
other brass Armadillo Mall’s in both Denver and 
Iowa, and were impressed with the size and nice 
selection available there. The Phoenix shop was 
nice, though not as large or full as the other loca- 
tions. Here we found only a few common/over- 
priced machines like Oak Acorns and Northwestern 
60s. A bit disappointed, we left without making a 
purchase. 

Then we visited the city of Glendale, known as 
the antique capitol of Arizona. Glendale is about 15 
minutes northwest of Phoenix. There were dozens 
of antique shops in this city, all within walking dis- 
tance of each other. My wife commented on all the 
fine glassware, china and tea sets which were priced 
quite reasonably. In the second shop we visited, 
ape! Tree Antiques, I found a 1930’s Hawkeye bell 
ringer with a very small crack in 
the globe. The machine was in nice 
overall condition, working, had a 
key and the original decal. I was 
able to purchase it for $112.50 - see 
photo. We visited several other 
nice shops in the area, and one in 
particular had many _ coin-op 
machines. The store was packed 
with low and mid-range coin-op 

» | including Regals, Perk-ups, a 
Rocket "Ship, Northwestern °33s with barrel lock, 
lighter fluid dispensers and lots of automotive 
advertising. Everything in the area that we did find 
and like, seemed to be priced right at book value. 
We left, knowing there were still many more days of 
antiquing to go. We had a 5 hour drive through the 
hot summer desert to our next destination, 
Pasadena, CA. 
We felt the temperature extreme - going from 118 


Zt 


degrees in Arizona, to 60 degree weather in 
Pasadena. When we got to our hotel in Pasadena, it 
was quite late - about 9:30pm. The hotel had given 
away our room and had only one room left - the 
deluxe suite - and they upgraded us at no extra cost. 
The room was very nice and provided us with a 
good night sleep for the Pasadena flea market the 
next morning. The Pasadena flea market is often 
featured on TV, a favorite stomping ground for the 
Kovel’s sep series 5 Flea Market finds”. 
_ i We got to the 
Pasadena flea market 
as it was opening 
Soo! Sunday morning. 
The entrance looked 
more like a circus 
ma than a flea market - 
| see photo. The show 
‘am iS quite large, and 
products were 
grouped logically. 
By that I mean they 
had a section with new, overstock products; another 
grouping with rummage and lots of vintage cloth- 
ing; and a third area with antiques and collectibles. 
Overall we were disappointed. We had a lot of high 
hopes, after seeing it featured on TV, but covered it 
in a couple of hours and left empty handed. The 
only coin-op we even saw, was an Oak Acorn with 
a cracked globe for $45 and a Universal Almond nut 
machine, restored, for $125. I guess we are spoiled, 
living here in the Midwest, because we found it to 
be not nearly as nice as Chicago area flea markets 
such as Kane county, Sandwich and Elkhorn. We 
left, and decided to try some of the antique shops in 
Pasadena that afternoon. We seemed to find Oak 
Acorns everywhere, priced from $45 to over $100. 
In one of the shops in Pasadena, I found a 1940’s 
Lawrence 5-cent bulk vendor. It was rough, and 
priced at $400. 
Monday was set aside as a family day, and we 


visited Universal Studio’s. We left after a few hours, 
and headed for San Diego. 

We stopped along the way to antique, in Orange 
California. We got there about 2:00pm and that 
town had so many wonderful shops we didn’t have 
time to visit them all that day. They had dozens of 
really big shops - you could easily spend an hour in 

Summa) cach. The first shop we went into, 
wal I found a 1950’s Topper filled with 
gum and charms. I picked it up for 
$88, which is probably more than 
even book value, but the machine 
was in nice condition and had 
some neat embossing on the flap - 
see photo. As I was paying for my 
purchase, my wife came running 
up to the counter carrying a yel- 
low porcelain Zeno case. She sar- 
castically asked “did you miss 
something?’. I couldn’t believe 
the whole family had walked right by it and every- 
one missed it but Sandy. Upon inspection it was 
missing the back door and most 
of the mechanism. She bought it 
for me for Father’s Day, paying 
$110 - see photo. Since that 
time I’ve purchased a reproduc- 
tion back door. This was the 
first shop, and the store clerk 
told me I would find gumball 
machines throughout the city. | 
She was right. We continued to 
shop. Most shops had a few 
interesting pieces, but usually 
priced at book value. And, there were 2 shops in 
town devoted exclusively to coin-op. One shop had 
lots of nice restored mid range coin-op and automo- 
tive advertising pieces for sale. The other shop was 
filled with 2 levels of coin-op machines, all in 
restored condition, many of them high end. In one 
shop, I picked up a 1930’s Daval cent-a-smoke for 
$250. It is missing some of the internal parts, and I 
plan on restoring the piece - see photo. The family 
agreed Orange was one of the best antique spots 
we ve ever been to. 
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Tuesday was family 
day again, and we visited 
the San Diego Zoo. 

Wednesday we decid- 
ed to do some _ local 
antiquing in San Diego. 
We started out in the 
downtown area at T&R 
Antiques Warehouse. It 
B® was a nice shop, but we 

didn’t find any coin-op 
there. We also visited Adams Avenue Antique Row. 
This was supposed to be a hot antique district, but 
we found most shops had closed. The road was 
under construction, the area was run down (we saw 
a rat run across the road in front of us), and we did- 
n’t find anything of interest in the few shops that 
were open. 

We decided to try antiquing in Ocean City, a half 
hour drive north of San Diego. This was a nice 
antique town. A bit touristy, but there were a fair 
number of shops. We found some unique old park- 
ing meters, an ABT hunters game, but few other 
coin-op machines and nothing worth purchasing. 
We did take some time out to visit the beach. My 
son Nick had fun catching the tiny sea crabs that 
were plentiful in the rocks along the ocean. They 
were small and almost looked like spiders. 

Thursday was family day again and we went to 
Tijuana, Mexico. No trip to Tijuana is complete 
unless you come back with a sack full of junk, and 
we purchased our share including cheap toys, pot- 
tery and a couple of leather belts. 

Friday, we drove back to Scottsdale, Arizona. 
The freeway back is only miles from the Mexican 
border, and throughout the drive we saw border 
patrol police everywhere. We stopped at a rest area, 
and my wife got out of the car without shoes. The 
desert heat was stifling, and within 20 seconds she 
was screaming and jumping back into the car, with 
burned, blistered feet. When we got to Scottsdale, 
we stopped at a couple of large antique malls - the 
Antique Centre and Antique Trove. These two very 
large malls are right next to each other. We found 
juke boxes and Coca-Cola machines and some com- 


mon gumball machines, but they were priced too 
high. 

On Saturday, we had made plans to visit fellow 
coin-op collector Chuck Weninger in Tucson, a 2 
hour drive South. He had an impressive collection 
of trade stimulators, juke boxes, gumball machines, 
pinball machines, and lots of trade stimulators. We 
had an enjoyable day seeing his collection, visiting 
some of the local antique shops and nice Mexican 
restaurant for lunch. 

Later that night, when we were back at our hotel, 
we got a call from Dave Cook, inviting us to view 


his collection. Dave has a beautiful home, and 
walking through the front door is like walking into 
a museum. He has a large amount of various high 
end coin-op machines, chewing gum and advertis- 
ing - displayed very nicely. 

Sunday we flew back to Milwaukee, exhausted. 
It’s funny how whenever we vacation, we leave 
home with 3 suitcases and | carry on, but always 
return with at least 3 additional carry-on bags. So, 
where will you find us next? We will be visiting 
Springfield, Ohio in September for their big flea 
market extravaganza! 


JOHN GIUSTI 
p =: 128-05 107th AVENUE 
ia RICHMOND HILL, N.Y. 11419 
| (718) 738-1685 


; COIN MACHINE LOCKS 
SUPPLIED - KEYED - RESTORED 


ALL TYPES OF ANTIQUE LOCKS KEYED 


Email: jogum@msn.com FAX: 262-642-2632 


SLOTS OF FUN 


BUY - SELL - TRADE 


TOP CASH PRICES PAID FOR SLOT MACHINES 
TRADE STIMULATORS ¢ GUMBALL AND PEANUT MACHINES 
ARCADE GAMES ¢ ANY UNUSUAL COIN OPERATED ITEMS 
PARTS * ANY CONDITION ¢ NAME YOUR PRICE 


JACK FREUND CALL ANYTIME 


P.O. BOX 4 262-642-3655 
Springfield, WI 53176 352-854-9242 


GUMBALLS GALORE 
BUY - SELL 


e ANTIQUE ADVERTISING 

¢ NEON CLOCKS & SIGNS 

¢ SODA FOUNTAIN COLLECTIBLES 
¢ GUM RELATED ITEMS 

¢ COUNTRY STORE ITEMS 

¢ CIGAR CUTTERS & LIGHTERS 


¢ COIN OPERATED MACHINES 
¢ GUM & PEANUT, SLOTS 


Randy & Sue Razzoog Grand Rapids, Mi 49504 
716 Fairfield N.W. 616) 453-8044 


Antique Slots 


QUALITY RESTORATIONS 
BUY - SELL 
SLOT MACHINES 
OLD COIN-OP 


JOHN & KENNA JOSEFFY 

1420 SO. IVY WAY 

DENVER, CO 80224 
johnjoseffy@webtv.net 303-756-5369 


& The Gumball King's 
Decals and More 


www.gumballkingsdecals.com 


6101 N. Sheridan Road East 
East Point, Suite 39A Barbara Larks Tucker 
Chicago, IL 60660 (773) 764-8460 


CROW RIVER TRADING Co. 


YOUR SOURCE FOR A.B.T. 

GAMES, PARTS & LITERATURE 
BOUGHT & SOLD 

GAMES RESTORED 

GUNS REPAIRED 


TEL: (888) 596-4992 
FAX: (952) 930-1598 
E-MAIL: INFO@CROWRIVER.COM %$ 

VISIT OUR WEB SITE: WWW.CROWRIVER.COM 
(YOUR GUMBALL & PEANUT MACHINE PARTS SUPERMARKET) 


(630) 832-1862 U.P.S. Service Available 


(630) fax 832-1873 
COURTESY METAL POLISHING 
ALL METALS POLISHED & BUFFED 
CUSTOM CHROME PLATING 


ON MOTORCYCLE - AUTOMOBILE - MARINE PARTS 
ANTIQUE JUKE BOXES AND SLOT MACHINES 


VICTOR DORADO 735 N. ADDISON ROAD 
Manager VILLA PARK, IL 60181 


GARY TAPLIN 


Penny Arcade Restorations 
Museum Quality + Since 1969 


(203) 357-1913 
28 Southfield Ave. Stamford, CT 06902 


Mechanical » Electro-Mechanical 
Pneumatics * Part Fabrication « pratt 
Refinishing - searemesry RTV Molds 
Graphics + Marquees « Papiermache 
Glass * Carving * Custom Artwork 
Castings « Polishing « Plating 


New Globes Original Globes Original and Misc 

ACOM 6.8, SoH a8 css cis ccadons $25. ADDOY FOUNG oosciccicisscndsccscrs saa: $40 Acorn Embossed................... $45 
Advance Small Football .......... $35 - ADDOU-LAMIGCIN ...cs.scascoesssncdscsess S40. COMMADUS “AGS. wiuciictecccstaesbe sss $50 
Advance Large Football.......... Sad. GOR IOC INU cc, chccte rates $95 Victor ? Cab Plastic NOG........ $15 
RTI 10 bi scjciovisitedawnsanesaccneens SOO AOVANCO FIOUNG .jcsciccsiaccdcccess $50 Vendex Fishbowl w/decal........ $75 
Columbus #8 with Star............ $40 Advance Large Football.......... $70 

Columbus #9 with Star............ $45 Atlas Bantam 8 sided.............. $60 Parts 

DOUDIS INGOT cicceskivsissnnesececss $40 Atlas Bantam smooth.............. $20 Lots of parts available for 
Grandbois Cylinder ................. $25. Blue Bid LAGE .....5.....cci0ce $150 Advance, Ford, Ajax, Victor, 

PER BPR cise encasciicebvadeasmeacdueas $75 Columbus #3 Hex................. $125 Northwestern and many others. 
ERICK BOW IOVG «050. ..cceesecscnscss $30 Columbus #8 with Star.......... $125 Contact for availability and cost. 
Soh 8 BE Seo Seen eee $40 Columbus #9 No Star ........... $150 

NW.33 Junior Talloccicscscian S65... Millard CYUNGED «oi iicvcccsecnsaccees, $50 Decals 

ei) O90 (2) en et INV PAO GE concen vaceaansenctecasdns $85 Many decals available. 

PBC AN cos cncccscacndhcceauesveverene $35 NW Model 33 5# smooth........ $80 Contact us for your needs. 

SON PET so cccsc vcayainactursmtacian $35 NW Model 33 5# Frosted......6115 

SHTISON LANGE... 65505 ei ec ants $45 NW Model 33 3.5 # Smooth ...675 More 

VICI CWIINOGE. os cccciccesseseecectttee $30 NW Model 39/40 Tall............... $85 ‘If you don’t see it here—ask! 
OP CIO iaivsscseesanstasascciinns $30 NW Model 39/40 Short............ $85 


Illinois Antique Slot Machine Company 
SLOT MACHINES WANTED 


ge Also old Wurlitzer Juke Boxes, 
wy =s Nickelodeons, Music Boxes 
Plus any related devices 


Frank Zygmunt 
630/985-2742 
FAX: 985-5151 
1 P.O. Box 542 Meee 
Buy & Sell Westmont, IL 60559 Any Condition 
Finders Fee Paid Paying Cash 


Antique Slots 


QUALITY RESTORATIONS 
BUY - SELL 
SLOT MACHINES 
OLD COIN-OP 

JOHN & KENNA JOSEFFY 

1420 SO. IVY WAY 

DENVER, CO 80224 
johnjoseffy@webtv.net 303-756-5369 


10% off on 6 or more, 20% on 12, Mix and Match OK. 
Discounts on new globes only. All orders are plus shipping. 


Please Contact: Dan Davids at djdavids@earthlink.net or Phil Cunningham at 818/845-4964 


Rarefied Vintage----Take a Close Look! 


There aren’t many Victor Vending specialists, 
and I’m proud to be one of them. While a lot of col- 
lectors might turn up their noses at something so 
recent, I use my nose to root out the rarities and the 
differences. And yes, there are rarities. You have to 
take a close look at what you have in order to find 
them but, when you do, it’s a real kick. 

These three vending machines are from my per- 
sonal collection. They are among the rarest of Victor 
machines. The Victor HOME RUN, at left, is one of 
about six survivors of this game. The center game is 
the Victor CANNON BALL and, as far as [I know, 
only three have survived. Finally, at the far right, is 
the Victor PREMIUM VENDOR. This is the only 
example known to me. 

The problem that exists, and the reason for the 
low survival rate among these games, is that they 
date from 1940 or 1941 and were originally made in 
limited quantities due to material shortages relative 
to the demands of wartime production. All three 
games work using the same general principle. One 
places a penny in the slide and pushes in in. This 
relases a holding wheel in the rear of the machine, 


~ 
HOME RUN 


Ky went ee at 


enn G4, 


[c BALL Gum | 


by the late Ken Rounds 


BALL t¢ GUM | 


giving you a gumball which rolls toward the front 
center of the machine. By using the gun paddle arm, 
the player attempts to bat the gumball thru the tar- 
get, at the top of the playfield. If successful, the 
gumball drops into a visible slot below the target, 
and the player is awarded a prize. The batter can 
keep hitting away at gumballs so long as the target 
is made, that is, until the player misses. Then the 
gumball rolls into the delivery chute located at the 
right of the casing. 

A slot in the back door allows the proprietor to 
release the displayed gumballs that have been shot 
into the target. They are retained in a holding cham- 
ber for reimbursement by the route man to cover 
whatever prizes had been awarded. 

CANNON BALL has a cannon turret in place of 
the more conventional gun shooter. PREMIUM 
VENDOR offers high-profile award such as a foun- 
tain pen or a cigarette lighter. 

I am very proud of my offbeat Victors, and it is 
doubtful if collectors will see these three games 
together in one collection, if at all - however, all 
machines have since been sold. 


Three rare Victory batting games. 
HOME RUN, at left, has the original 
gumballs. CANNON BALL, center, has 
a gun turret. The 1941 PREMIUM 
VENDOR, right, is the only surviving 
example known. 


Support C.O.C.A......send Us Your Ads & Articles! 
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C.0.C.A. SPORTSWEAR 


C.O0.C.A. is now offering 


T-Shirts and Sweatshirts 
emblazoned with our C.O.C.A. logo. 


All Items are 50% Cotton and 50% Polyester 
Shirts are “Heather” Grey with Logo over the heart 
Sweatshirts are “Ash” Grey with Logo over the heart 
Please use this form to order. 

Make Checks payable to C.O.C.A. 


Mail your order with payment to: 
C.0.C.A. c/o Paul Hindin 
3712 W. Scenic Ave., Mequon, WI 53092 


Name 
Address 
‘T-Shirts Sweatshirts 
Large 2X-Large Large 2X-Large 
X-Large 3X-Large X-Large 3.X-Large 


§Q99 2817 50 $17 - $3,499 


Prices Good thru December 3lst, 2002 on In-Stock Items Only! 


Shipping and Handling Charges: 
¢ 1 item - $2.00 * 2 items - $3.50 + 3 items - $5.00; 
More than 3 items, add additional $3.00 per item. Sales Tax included. 


These items will be available at the Chicagoland Show, but quantities are limited, so order now! 
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- CLASSIFIED ADS - 


AntiqueSlotMachines.Com is ready to welcome you to 
the wonderful world of serious vintage slot machine 
collecting. | am not a parttime dealer. Buy or sell with 
full confidence. Let’s talk! 

Bob Levy, 2802 Centre Street, Pennsauken, 

NJ 08109. (856) 663-2554. 


FOR SALE: Caille George Washington Scale. 
Mahogony cabinet with nickel plated castings including 
marque. White porcelain base. It has the original tin 
dial face...a truly fabulous scale - $7000. 
Contact Don Mangels at (918) 742-5432 


FOR SALE: Replacement back doors for both the 
short case Pulver and the Yellow Zeno machines. 
Pulver doors, $125.00 and Zeno $100.00. Very limited 
quantity. Free shipping in U.S. 

Paul Hindin - 3712 W. Scenic Ave., 

Mequon, Wisconsin 53092. 

Phone: (262) 242-3131 or 

E-mail: BedVibr80r@ aol.com 


FOR SALE: PARTS - PARTS - PARTS 

MILLS, JENNINGS & SOME PACE. NO CASTINGS. 
John & Kenna Joseffy, 1420 So. Ivy Way, 

Denver, CO 80224-1927 

Call: (303) 756-5369. E-mail: johnjoseffy @ webtv.net 


FOR SALE: Complete your Cop and Robber Pulver 
with a billyclub. Install in a few seconds. $10.00 plus 
$1.00 shipping. 

Paul Hindin, 3712 W. Scenic Ave., Mequon, WI 53092 


Do you have a Silver King or Hunter Duck Shoot 
gun game or Buffalo Hunt gun game that needs 
parts to make it shine? We have them! Plastic 
domes, locks, decals, guns and gun parts, rubber 
feet and more. Check it our at www.CrowRiver.com. 
Not on the net? Send $2.00 for a catalog. Crow River 
Trading Co., P.O. Box 26161, Minneapolis, MN 55426- 
0161. Call toll free to place your order, (888) 596- 
4992. Fax: (952) 930-1598. Visa and Master Card 
accepted. 


WANTED: Country Store Spool Cabinets - | can turn 
your junk into fabulous finds - L.O.L........ 
Contact Don Mangels at (918) 742-5432 


CIGAR CUTTERS / LIGHTERS and miscellaneous 
parts wanted. Fancy and ornate pieces with advertis- 
ing desired. 

Randy Razzoog, (616) 453-8044 or 

E-Mail at suhara @ameritech.net 
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WANTED: 

HAVE CASH, WILL TRAVEL. COLLECTOR LOOK- 
ING TO PURCHASE EARLY VENDING, GUMBALL 
AND PEANUT MACHINES AND UNUSUAL COUN- 
TERTOP MACHINES. ALSO LOOKING TO BUY 
BASEBALL, BASKETBALL AND FOOTBALL 
COUNTER MACHINES. TOP CASH PAID. 

Paul Hindin (262) 242-3131 

E-mail: BedVibr80r@aol.com 


Individual keys available for Columbus Barrel locks - 
$6. each. Pulver keys (including 2A and 10A) - $7. 
each. All keys are recut, not original. Includes postage. 
Contact me if you need machine appraisals for insur- 
ance purposes. | can appraise from a photo and condi- 
tion description. 

Jack Freund - Call: (262) 642-3655 or 

E-mail: jogum @msn.com 


FOR SALE: Rare, 1930 Desoto Roadster with rumble 
seat from Caille Estate, Detroit, Michigan - will trade 
for upright slot. 

Call: 1-608-754-5309. 


WANTED: One set of 4 original Mills Gold Award 
Tokens for a Mills Quarter High Top Slot Machine. Also 
collect ball point pens with advertising. 

Contact Ron Griffin at (816) 23?-1916 or poo- 
dles1 @magiccablePC.com 


FOR SALE: COLLECTION OF FIVE NATIONAL 
BRASS CASH REGISTERS; 313, 333, etc. a lot of 
brass for $2,000. 

Call: 1-608-754-5309 


WANTED: “Empty” Tall Case Pulver Case. Not neces- 
sary to have any side panels although will buy with. 
Call Paul at 262-242-3131 or 

E-Mail at BedVibr80r @aol.com 


FOR AMUSEMENT ONLY: Coin operated book avail- 
able for $16.95 plus 4.60 shipping and insurance thru 
the C.O.C.A. club. Only 10 copies available. 
C.0.C.A., 3712 W. Scenic Ave., Mequon, Wisconsin 
53092. 


Books, books, books, books, books. Yep we’ve got 
them. Not just the newest ones but many out of print 
ones as well. Now over 100 different coin-op titles to 
choose from. And, no matter how may you buy, you pay 
only $5.00 shipping per order (US addresses). 
Check it our at www.CrowRiver.com or send $2.00 for 
a catalog. Crow River Trading Co., P.O. Box 26161, 
Minneapolis, MN 55426-0161. Call toll free to place 
your order, (888) 596-4992. Fax: (952) 930-1598. Visa 
and Master Card accepted. 


Membership Fee: 2003 
e $29.50 for U.S. Residents 
e $50.00 for Overseas 


This will include: 

3 Issues of the C.O.C.A. Magazine 
and a SUPRISE that will be available 
to all new subscribers and those who 
renew by January Ist. 


Advertising Costs 


¢ Full Page - $200. 

¢ 1/2 Page - $110. 

¢ 1/4 Page - $60. 

¢ Business Card - $15. 

e Paid Ads of 4 Issues or more 


in advance take 10% Discount. 


(Only on above sizes.) 
e Classified - 8¢ per word, 
¢ 10¢ bold words. 
e Ad minimum - $3.50 


WANTED: MUSIC MACHINE FOR UPRIGHT SLOT; 
Empty Upright Slots; Front casting for Pace Mint ven- 
dor slot. 

Lee Korthals 1-608-754-5309 


Collector willing to pay top cash for the following vend- 
ing machines: Climax 10, EE. Jr. Basketball, any 
Hance Machine, Unusual Lighter Fluid Dispensers, 
Nut House or any Unusual Foreign Vendor. 

Paul Hindin - 3712 W. Scenic Ave., Mequon, WI 
53092. Call (262) 242-3131 or E-mail: 
Bedvibr8or @ aol.com 


Thinking of selling your collection or maybe downsiz- 
ing a little? | have been buying and selling for over 25 
years and know who the buyers are. | will buy your 
machines outright or help you sell them. 

Jack Freund - Call: (262) 642-3655 or 

E-mail: jogum@msn.com 


FOR SALE: Beautiful copy of the original Mansfield 
Mirrored Marquee with clip-on attachment. 
Complete your machine and greatly increase the 
value. Total cost with priority shipping and insurance 
is $199.95. 

Paul Hindin 3712 West Scenic Avenue 

Mequon, WI 53092. E-mail: Bedvibr8or@ aol.com 


Will pay top dollar for - rare and unusual lighter fluid 
dispensers. Will purchase American as well as foreign 
machines. 

Call me at 262-242-3131 or 

e-mail at BedVibr8o0r@aol.com or 

Send photos and info to: Paul Hindin, 3712 W. Scenic 
Ave., Mequon, WI 53092. 


EXTRA, EXTRA, READ ALL ABOUT IT! 


Next Issue - Spring 2003 


All Classified Items... “For Sale” only 


Received by February Ist, 2003 
50 Words or Less.....will be 


FREE 


For more details, contact Paul Hindin at BedVibr80r@aol.com or 262-242-3131 
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¢ . 121 Lakeside Drive, Mayfield | NY 12117 oY 


| WANT THE ITEMS PICTURED 
HERE. PLUS MANY MORE. 
CALL ME! 


Any Fortune Tellers, mare 1 ei ee ce ola ae Violanos 
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AVAILABLE TODAY. 


JUKEBOXES FORTUNE TELLERS 5 

SPEAKERS MILLS PANORAMS 

SLOT MACHINES NICKELODEONS oe. 

REMOTE GEAR MOVING MODELS WANTED 

ARCADE ITEMS BAND ORGANS Boxing Games 
PARTS 


LET’S DEAL! PICKUPS AT THE CHICAGO 


SHOW OR ANYWHERE IN THE U.S. 


518-661-5639 
FAX 918-661-5633 
www.nationaljukebox.com 


Any Unrestored 
Mills Panorams 
or Peep Shows, 
Pieces, Parts, 
or Films 


Any Rock-Ola 
Baseball Games 


All Games 
of Strength 


